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by Tavi M. Prugno
 It was an ordinary day in Orleans 
for most people, but not for me.  I 
began the morning working at the 
reference desk at Snow Library 
thinking back to how reference has 

library.  When I started, the only 
computers we had were text-based 
without graphics.  There was no 
wireless access, no laptop comput-
ers, and, although mobile phones had 
been invented, no 
one brought them 
into the library.
 Not many things 
have remained the 
same in reference 
work except for 
one:  Uncertain-
ty.  I was fearful 
that I would be 
asked a question 
for which I could 

reference librarian.  A patron strode 
up to the reference desk holding a 
piece of paper on which was written 
a verse from John Milton’s epic poem 
“A Paradise Lost.”  I was hoping she 
was going to ask where she could 
obtain a copy of the whole poem 
or maybe a collection of Milton’s 
works; that I could handle.  Instead, 
she wanted to know how she would 
go about translating this verse from 
English into all the Indo-European 
languages.  I walked her over to 
the language reference books while 
thinking to myself that I will have 
broken some kind of record for last-

day of a new job, but, as it turned 
out, she decided that ten of the ma-
jor Indo-European languages were 
enough. I knew I could order her 
the needed language books through 
interlibrary loan.  I was saved--at 
least for now.  Her project was a 
long one and I never found out if she 
was successful; however, I r ecently 
had an experience that reminded me 

ago.
 Again, I was at the reference desk 
when a patron approached and asked 

she is?  My fear of not understand-
ing what she meant was mingled, 
again, with dark thoughts of unem-
ployment. As my eyes searched her 
face for any additional clues as to 
what she might mean, she blurted 

out “genealogy.”  “I would like to 
know what resources you have on 

am.”  Saved again.  I knew I was 
going to make it through another 
day--at least for now.  

to genealogical resources, there were 
only print books.  Then came along 
something called a CD-ROM.  It was 
a popular novelty, but the informa-
tion on it was not editable.  You 

couldn’t revise 
the information 
on there either 
by adding to it or 
deleting it.  If you 
wanted to change 
what was on there 
you had to buy 
a new, updated 
CD-ROM.  The 
company produc-
ing this product 

was pleased with that arrangement, 
but both patrons and librarians found 
it frustrating.  Doing genealogy is 
much easier now with the Internet 
as well as some genealogy databases 

Ancestry and Heritage Quest Online.
 Ancestry can only be used in the 
library, unlike Heritage Quest. which 
can be used remotely.  Ancestry al-
lows searching of census and voter 
lists, birth, marriage, death, military 
and immigration records.  City di-
rectories, school and church records, 
and newspapers are also included.  
Best of all, many of these records 
encompass not only the United 
States but the United Kingdom and 
Europe as well.  Most people who 

to search for hours.  Those hours 
quickly become days, weeks, and 
months.  That sounds like a consid-
erable undertaking, but most people 

it so enjoyable that they want to 
continue.  Heritage Quest has a 
couple of unique search features 
such as U.S. Revolutionary War 
Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant 
Application Files from 1800-1900 
and a Map Guide to the U.S. Federal 
Censuses from 1790-1920 so you 

for and see how counties from where 
your ancestors came have changed 
over time.  Genealogy databases 
very successfully give users all the 

for knowledge of times past.

Finding Oneself
At Snow Libraryby Lynn C. Van Dine

 Excerpt from “Three Centuries – The 
Story of Chatham.”
 Soon after December 1774, when 
the Provincial Congress resolved to 
cease the drinking or use of British 
tea after March 1, 1775, Chatham’s 
military company was reorganized: 
Lt. Benjamin Godfrey (whose wind-
mill still stands in Chase Park) was 
named captain; Richard Sears was 
appointed lieutenant, Joseph Crowell 
as ensign, and John Emery as military 
clerk. Later that 
year, on June 17, 
Captain Godfrey 

Battle of Bunker 
Hill during the 
Siege of Boston.
 To  d e f e n d 
the sea coast, a 
company of men 
was formed with 
volunteers from 
Chatham, Har-
wich, and Yar-
mouth. Among 
them was Hiat Young, a veteran of 
the French-Indian War.
 Most of the Chatham men recruited 
joined the local coast guard, and almost 
all of them served on privateers that 
sought to interrupt British commerce, 
supplies, and reinforcements.
 Later that year, in the fall, the schoo-
ner Williams, belonging to a Tory refu-
gee from Halifax, Nova Scotia, was 
seized by armed cruisers and brought 
into Chatham Harbor. Another sloop, 
the Elizabeth, which was making its 
way from the West Indies to Halifax, 
was captured by an armed brigantine 
and also brought into Chatham Harbor 
as a prize of war in August 1776. In 
spring of 1777, the privateer Wolf 
was seized by a crew of Chatham and 
Harwich men, and later awarded by the 
Colony to Captain Nathaniel Freeman 

Joseph Doane Jr. of Chatham.
 The luck of Freeman’s Chatham and 
Harwich sailors did not hold, however. 
They were captured by a British man-
of-war disguised as a merchantman 
and taken to New York where they 
were thrown into prison and were 
exchanged for British prisoners.
 Answering the Continental Army’s 
frequent calls to enlist soldiers and 

an ongoing concern for Chatham 
throughout the war. In August 1776, 
the town raised £32 to pay a bounty 
to soldiers who enlisted and £9 14 
schillings for gunpowder for the town’s 
use. To encourage enlistment, on May 
19, 1777, the town voted to increase 
the bounty to £20 for each man who 
enlisted for service through Jan. 10, 
1778. For the men that enlisted for 
three years, or through the end of the 
war, £20 was paid at the time of muster. 

The town also agreed to 
take care of the families 
of soldiers, certainly an 

small means. In Septem-
ber of that year, the town 
voted to divide the town 
into 20 sections, and each 
section was to furnish one 
soldier. At the same time, 
four men were appointed 
to raise money to pay the 
men.
 As the number of 
volunteers dwindled, the 

town realized it had to up the ante, so 
in March 1778, it voted to increase 
the bounty to £40 for 10 soldiers to 
guard General John Burgoyne, who 
surrendered at the Battle of Saratoga 
in October 1777. In April 1778, the 
town voted to procure the material and 
clothing called for by the Continental 
Army and two months later, voted to 

Continental Army and four for the 
state.”
 But that still wasn’t enough. In July 
1778, the town voted to raise £150 for 
seven soldiers for the state and two 
more to guard Burgoyne, making the 
soldiers’ wages £40 a month for six 
months of service.
 But the town could not sustain the 
cash payments. By July 1779, the town 

required and negotiate how much they 
would be paid in grain. In July 1780, 
the town voted to pay the wages in 
produce. By April 1782, little to no 
grain or produce could be mustered 
and no men “would go into service 
under any terms.”
 “Three Centuries – The Story of 
Chatham,” a book compiling the 
history of Chatham, is available for 
purchase the Atwood Museum Shop.
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