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by Kaimi Rose Lum
The candles were lit. The stage was 

set. In an alcove of my aunt’s attic, 
ceiling rafters hung low over the old 
damask curtains we’d thrown over a 
few storage trunks to conjure the lair of 
an 18th century English spy. Theatri-
cally attired in bathrobes and hats, my 
cousin and I whispered to each other 
as we pretended to lie in wait for Sir 
Percy Blakeney.

AKA the Scarlet Pimpernel.
While the can-

dles smoked be-
neath the rafters.

That was the 
day we almost 
burned my aunt’s 
house down. A 
pair of middle-
school girls with 
a box of matches 
and an obsession 
with Baroness 
Orczy’s 1905 
novel can come to no good. When 
the smoke had cleared, our parents 
excoriated us for our lack of common 
sense. “You’ve taken this romance 

Ah, but what a romance it is. “The 

French Revolution, tells the story of 
Sir Percy Blakeney, a chiseled-lipped 
English lord who masquerades as a fop 
while secretly rescuing nobles from 
the guillotine in Paris. He conceals his 
heroics even from his wife Marguerite, 
whose damaging interventions on 
behalf of a beloved brother have led 
Percy/the Pimpernel to distrust her. 
But can Percy conceal his passion for 
Marguerite as well? One of my favorite 
passages comes halfway through the 
story, when Percy, all cold restraint 
during an encounter with Marguerite, 

“…As soon as her light footsteps had
died away within the house, he knelt 
down upon the terrace steps, and in the 
very madness of his love he kissed one 
by one the places where her small foot 
had trodden, and the stone balustrade 
there, where her tiny hand had rested 

Not a bodice-ripper; just a good, 
old-fashioned love story. I read it again 
recently. No candles this time.

This Valentine’s Day, rekindle the 

with a favorite melodrama — book 
or movie. Here at Snow Library, we 
can recommend a few, starting with 

Boris Pasternak’s Russian Revolution-
era story of longing and struggle, told 

a physician and poet, and his “Bea-

adaption starring Omar Sharif and Julie 
Christie is sumptuous and sweeping, 
complete with snow-capped mountain 
landscapes and dew-eyed moments 
dissolving in the swell of balalaika 
strings.

We’re also fans of Thomas Hardy, 
who can be a tear-jerker, but there’s 
nothing in literature like the sublime 

for her Angel Clare, 
even if you know the 
lovers are doomed. 
“Far From the Mad-

-
nier, for a Hardy novel 
— there’s just enough 
torment in the re-
lationship between 
Farmer Oak and Bath-
sheba Everdene to 
keep readers on their 
toes without barring a 

satisfying end to their story.
The contortions of Mr. Rochester’s 

brow as he grapples with his attraction 
-

selves on many a young imagination 

the beginning of Charlotte Bronte’s 

Hall, where Bronte has written one of 
the best marriage proposal scenes ever. 

-
other 1800s heartthrob in the form of 
the brooding, burning Mr. Darcy. The 

can cast, even if none of the on-screen 
Darcys quite measures up to the im-
age we cherish from our own reading 
(Colin Firth is wonderful, though, in 
the BBC version starring Jennifer Ehle 

-
ist Curtis Sittenfeld’s contemporary 
retelling of the Darcy-Lizzie drama.

If amorous restraint is not your cup 
of tea, but you’d like some substance 
with your bodice-ripping, try Diana 

popular with Snow Library patrons 

highlanders, love, lust, pirates, Red-
coats — Gabaldon’s saga has it all. The 
Starz adaption is highly entertaining, 
too, featuring Catriona Balfe as Claire 
and Sam Heughan as the strapping, 
kilt-swishing Jamie.

All of the titles mentioned above are 
available, as book and/or DVD, at a 
CLAMS library near you.

Happy Valentine’s Day from Snow 
Library.

Kaimi Rose Lum is assistant director 
at Snow Library in Orleans.

by Charlotte Fritz Doyle
Even for longtime residents, it 

is hard to picture Cape Cod in the 
1600s — when European explorers 

of years ago. Visitors to Chatham’s 
Atwood Museum now have to use 
less imagination. The historic Atwood 
grounds provide a glimpse of the past 
with a Wetu.

Wetus, also known 
as wigwams, are con-

-
tecture of Cape Cod.

“Chatham was a
Native American dis-
trict in the early years 

David Weeden of 
the Mashpee Wam-
panoag Tribe. “Our 
people have been here 
for tens of thousands 

Planning for the Atwood’s Wetu 
started under the leadership of Danielle 
Jeanloz, former executive director at 
the Atwood Museum.

“Danielle recognized the historical 

-
rent executive director. “She pursued 

Weeden and his son, Adaquin, 
helped bring that vision to life. They 
completed construction on the Wetu 
in September 2020, the same month 

that Jeanloz retired. Now, visitors have 
the opportunity to see the Wetu on the 
same grounds as the Atwood House, 
one of Chatham’s oldest structures.

comfort and functionality of the Wam-

founding director of the Cape Cod 
Modern House Trust. “Reportedly, 

the Wetus were better 
insulated against the 

Weeden explained 
that “the Wetu’s bark 
supports the weight 
of the snow. With a 
little layer of snow, 
the house can be kept 
to 75 degrees with just 

Weeden’s Wetu will 
remain as a semi-
permanent structure. 
It sits on the south side 

of the Atwood Museum’s entrance, 

experience.
“We’re honoring the Manamoyik 

people of Chatham in putting the Wetu 

has given me an opportunity to work 
with my son and pass on the building 

Charlotte Fritz Doyle is a docent 
and volunteer at the Atwood Museum, 
home of the Chatham Historical Soci-
ety.
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